ANNUAL REPORT 2014

Fellow Jean Paul Laurent of Unspoken Smiles is bringing oral hygiene education
and dental supplies to schoolchildren outside of Jacmel, Haiti.
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LETTER FROM OUR
CHAIR & PRESIDENT

HIGHLIGHTS

Dear Friends,
As we look back on the achievements and highlights of 2014, we want
to take a moment to say how incredibly honored we are to have each of
you as a member of our community. Our passionate Fellows, in whom
we invest so much, are working to create positive social change around
the world, and our data shows that they are becoming better leaders and
better people through that process. Our dedicated team of volunteers,
partners, donors and staff provide untold hours, dollars, and resources in
support of our mission. We are deeply grateful to each of you for your loyal
participation in Resolution’s mission.
We are delighted to present to you our 2014 Annual Report. This past year
was, once again, a year of tremendous growth and success. Throughout
this, Resolution maintained its dedication to continuous improvement,
programmatic assessment, and strategic thinking. Resolution continued
demonstrating excellence in our basic programming around Fellows and
volunteers, running fantastic Social Venture Challenges, assisting our
Fellows on every continent, managing a massive and growing volunteer
community, and ensuring that all this activity is measured effectively. We
also marked 2014 with some key highlights, like our Clinton Global Initiative Commitment, our first full year of enhanced impact evaluation data,
and—crucially—the expansion of our staff to five amazing team members
including our first full-time Executive Director.
On behalf of our team, thank you for all that you have done and continue
to do for Resolution. We are truly honored by your support.

• Over the course of 2014, we nearly doubled the size of our
Fellow network to more than 140 Fellows in over 40 countries, on all six inhabited continents—and we continue to grow.
• We launched inaugural Social Venture Challenges with two
new host conferences: the Harvard National Model United
Nations and the African Leadership Academy.
• We made a Commitment to Action at the annual meeting
of the Clinton Global Initiative, announcing our intention to
welcome 75 new Fellows to our community each year and
reach a total of 1.7 million beneficiaries by 2017.
• We honored Shiza Shahid, co-founder of the Malala Fund, at
our inaugural Young Leaders Now Award Dinner.
• We welcomed more than 100 new volunteers to our team
who support Fellows and our organization by serving as
Guides, Subject Matter Experts, and in various other ways.
• We hired our first full-time Executive Director, Tracey Allard,
and expanded our program staff to welcome a new Program
Associate, Cassie Smith.

Sincerely,

George M. Tsiatis

Oliver B. Libby

President		 Chair
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WHAT WE DO

LETTER FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,

Founded in 2007, The Resolution
Project, Inc. is a U.S. 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to fostering youth
leadership development around the
world through collaborative
social entrepreneurship.

OUR VISION
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It was with great happiness and a keen sense of responsibility that I joined The
Resolution Project in December 2014 as our first full-time Executive Director. I am
deeply honored and excited to build on the strength of Resolution’s first eight years
and continue to grow this incredible organization.
I am firmly committed to preserving the extraordinary history of empowered volunteerism that is a hallmark of Resolution’s success, while also strengthening the
scalable infrastructure and financial health that our growing organization requires.
Throughout the next year, we will remain as thoughtful and reflective as ever. In
2015, we will launch our first formal strategic planning process to lay the foundation
for Resolution’s growth over the next several years and enable us to continue the
track record of success that we have all come to expect at Resolution.

A generation of leaders with a lifelong
commitment to social responsibility

What we accomplish each year is only possible because of the incredible efforts of
our donors, volunteers, corporate and pathway partners, and other supporters. A
tremendous thank you is due to each of our supporters for your contributions to date
and for all you will continue to do to identify, equip, and empower inspiring young
leaders around the world!

OUR MISSION

Sincerely,

To develop socially-responsible young
leaders and empower them to make
a positive impact today

Executive Director

Tracey K. Allard

“

I am extremely grateful for Resolution:
a powerful support team during thick and thin,
sunshine, storm, and what sometimes feels like an apocalypse.
I know I can count on my Guides and the Resolution network.

- Fellow Annie Ryu,

		Global Village Fruit

”
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OUR MODEL
We inspire young leaders through our proven model of
Social Venture Challenges (SVCs) and Fellowships:
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We build close relationships with
existing youth conferences that
serve broad communities of university-aged young leaders.

We invite the young leaders attending our host conferences to
propose impactful ventures in
a multi-stage competition—the SVC.

These youth summits include the

The SVC functions as a program at

Clinton Global Initiative University,

each of our partner conferences and

the Youth Assembly at the United

provides a pathway to action for their

Nations, Harvard World Model United

attendees. The SVC combines web-

Nations, Harvard University’s Igniting

based submissions, live rounds of

Innovation Summit, and the African

presentations, and due diligence to

Leadership Academy.

provide an effective selection model.

At the end of each SVC, we
award Resolution Fellowships to those individuals with
the most compelling proposals
and promising personal leadership characteristics.

Resolution Fellows Prince and Taku of Emergination Africa are connecting
high school students in Zimbabwe to college students and professionals
in the Zimbabwean diaspora to support and encourage students in their
pursuit of higher education.

66

IN 2014

Ventures launched by 144 Resolution Fellows tackled
dozens of vital issues on every inhabited continent.

= Fellows
= Ventures
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FACTS AND FIGURES
311,972

direct and indirect beneficiaries
of Fellow-implemented ventures

= 1,000 people

67,718

volunteer hours donated to ventures by volunteers on the ground

= 1,000 Hours

*Statistics reflect only Fellows and venture teams fully onboarded by 12/31/14.
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$1,075,000

raised by
More than
Fellows in follow-on funding through external
grants and independent fundraising

= 10,000 Dollars

Fellows that report having
improved or significantly improved
skills during the Fellowship:

Organizational Skills/
Team Building and
Management:

91% of Fellows are pleased with the quality
and content of Guide communication.
Resolution has helped 86% of Fellows
better respond to challenges with their
social venture.
14% of Fellows are currently working on
their ventures as their professional job.

80%

Leadership Skills:

82%

Project Design and
Management:

82%

Since winning their Resolution Fellowships,
Fellows have become

RHODES,
FULBRIGHT-CLINTON,
TRUMAN, and
MARSHALL SCHOLARS.

Professional Skills:

71%
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OUR FELLOWS

* Each Fellow Class includes all Fellows selected at Social Venture Challenges that academic year
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FELLOW

LOCATION

VENTURE NAME

ISSUE AREA
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OUR FELLOWS
FELLOW

LOCATION

VENTURE NAME

Y
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ISSUE AREA
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FELLOW SPOTLIGHTS
Rutendo Chigora - ZW Connect

The Issue and Her Resolution:

How We Help:

Rutendo is the founder of ZW Connect, a social ven-

Rutendo is supported by her two Resolution Guides,

ture that facilitates connections between and access

Marian Spurrier and Caroline Fish. Marian is the Man-

to economic resources for vulnerable communities in

ager of Leadership and Development for Getty Images.

Zimbabwe. Rutendo founded ZW Connect to address

Caroline is a New York-based social work professional

the profound lack of economic resources available to

with a passion for advocacy, women’s empowerment,

underserved communities in her home country. With-

social justice, and human rights. Marian and Caroline

out access to these resources, marginalized commu-

have used their extensive knowledge of business and

nities become trapped in cycles of poverty. Rutendo

advocacy to assist Rutendo with matters relating to

firmly believes in the empowering role of entrepre-

her Venture, such as navigating the complex political

neurship to break the cycle of poverty. ZW Connect is

landscape of Zimbabwe, and to support her in her aca-

a business incubator for community centers, orphan-

demic life, including assistance with her successful

ages, and other philanthropic community organiza-

Rhodes Scholarship application.

tions, and provides interest-free loans, initiates key
partnerships, and offers early-stage project support
with the aim of building income-generating projects
that reduce these organizations’ absolute reliance on
donor support.

About the Fellow:
Rutendo Chigora is a senior at the University of Pennsylvania and a native of Harare, Zimbabwe. She is
double-majoring in International Relations and Political Science, and was recently selected as a Rhodes
Scholarship recipient to support her postgraduate
studies in Public Policy at the University of Oxford.
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Melissa Diamond - A Global Voice for Autism
The Issue and Her Resolution:

How We Help:

While volunteering for the Special Olympics in

Melissa works closely with her Resolution Guides,

middle school, Melissa developed a passion for

Morgan Mandigo and Katie Naeve. Morgan is a

improving the lives of individuals with disabilities.
Inspired by a the story of a 4-year-old Palestinian
child whose autism diagnosis led her family to hide
her from the world, Melissa created A Global Voice

About the Fellow:

medical student at University of Miami. Katie is a Research Manager at the Center for International Development at Harvard, focused on agriculture, health,
and financial inclusion. She has a BA from University

for Autism to make autism services accessible to

of Kansas and an MPP from Harvard. Together they

all families, regardless of geographic location or

offer invaluable support to Melissa by drawing on

socioeconomic status. Around the world, individu-

their diverse areas of expertise. In 2014, Morgan and

als affected by autism face discrimination and stig-

Katie supported Melissa in her application to Watson

matization; Melissa and her team support these

Melissa Diamond is a Boatwright Scholar

individuals through the establishment of parent

at the University of Richmond with a self-

training cooperatives, family support groups, and

designed major in Peace and Conflict and a

community education and awareness campaigns.

minor in Women and Gender Studies. During

This includes recruiting therapists to teach moth-

her time at university, she studied abroad in

ers how to provide Applied Behavioral Analysis

Nepal, Chile, Jordan, and Palestine. Melissa

therapy to their own children and other children in

recently completed a semester at Watson

the program. Melissa and her team provide these

University (a Resolution Pathway Partner),

free, state-of-the-art services to families in areas

where she focused on the expansion of her

where such services would otherwise be unavail-

Venture, A Global Voice for Autism, in order to

able, including Jordan and Palestine.

provide vital services to children with autism

graduate of Harvard and Oxford and is a fourth-year

University. They are currently assisting Melissa with
expanding her program to additional sites and creating a sustainable business model.

and their families in underserved regions in
the U.S. and around the world.
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FELLOW SPOTLIGHTS

Hannah Dehradunwala and Samir Goel - Transfernation
About the Fellows:
Samir Goel and Hannah Dehradunwala are both in their junior years at New York University. Samir is pursuing a double
major in Finance and International Business with a minor in Political Science, and Hannah is studying International Affairs
at the Gallatin School of Individualized Study. Samir currently works two jobs and co-chairs the Net Impact Collaborative
Experience, an initiative that fosters a community of aspiring entrepreneurs dedicated to creating social impact. Hannah
is a foreign language enthusiast, a believer in the positive power of political influence, and is deeply committed to international relations and development. She has lived in Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United States and will spend her 2015
winter semester studying abroad in Shanghai, China.

The Issue and Their Resolution:
Samir and Hannah became passionate advocates for food sustainability after learning about the excessive amount of
food that goes to waste every single day in the United States and around the world. Their social venture, Transfernation,
was created on a simple premise: take surplus food and redistribute it to where it is needed. Through their online platform
(and soon, an iOS app), Transfernation connects enterprises with social institutions (such as food pantries and homeless
shelters) so otherwise wasted food from events can be transferred to where it is wanted and needed. Hannah and Samir
hope to make Transfernation the easiest way to solve a huge problem and connect excess food to those in need.

How We Help:
With support from Resolution’s leadership and their two Guides, Jessica Doll and Stephanie Owens, Hannah and Samir officially launched Transfernation in 2014. We were excited to partner with Hannah and Samir for their very first food rescue
initiative, transferring 85 pounds of extra food from the 2014 Resolve Gala to The Bowery Mission! During the year, the Resolution team also provided recommendation letters in support of Hannah and Samir’s application to become Dalai Lama
Fellows and connected the Fellows with several professional contacts to support the growth and expansion of their venture.
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Gerald Hodges - Mentor for Development in Liberia
About the Fellow:

How We Help:

Gerald Hodges is a recent graduate of Stella Maris Polytechnic in Monrovia, Liberia, where he obtained an Associate of Business Arts in Management and a Bachelor of
Science in Economics. Since graduating, Gerald has been
working diligently on his Resolution-supported social venture and another initiative, ‘Schools at Home,’ which he
founded following the Ebola outbreak in summer 2014.

Resolution has played a pivotal role in both the development of Mentor for Development in Liberia, and in
shaping Gerald as a social entrepreneur. Specifically,
his Guides, Dan Honig and Anjali Doshi, have provided
him with career and academic advice, Venture-related
advice, and feedback on proposals. Resolution has
supported his application to a number of Pathway Part-

The Issue and His Resolution:
Born in Liberia, Gerald spent most of his childhood in
Guinea, where his family took refuge during the Liberian
Civil War. Upon returning home, Gerald was deeply disturbed by the deleterious effects of the conflict on the
Liberian education system. Motivated to do something
about this issue, he founded Mentor for Development
in Liberia with the aim of providing young students with
mentors and encouragement to pursue higher education,
while simultaneously giving college students the opportunity to develop valuable leadership skills. Gerald’s recent
progress has been seriously impacted by the outbreak
of Ebola; however, prior to the government’s decision to
close schools across Liberia, Gerald was making significant progress with his venture. In November 2013, Mentor for Development in Liberia held a two-day peer mentorship training through the Student Representative Council
at Stella Maris Polytechnic. Gerald trained eight students
who were selected to become mentors. The training covered topics such as mentoring, volunteerism, and student
social responsibility. At the conclusion of the training, the
mentors were matched with students from local schools.

ner opportunities, including a recommendation for the
Watson Institute and a fast-track nomination for the
Echoing Green Fellowship. Gerald proudly notes how
Resolution has helped him grow as a young leader,
stating, “Being a Resolution Fellow has given me the
opportunity to dream big. Being a Resolution Fellow
has enabled me to see problems as opportunities. I
am no longer afraid of applying for other opportunities
like I used to be before. Being a Resolution Fellow has
inspired me to never give up on my dreams.” Gerald’s
strong relationship with his Guides and Resolution has
helped him adapt to the Ebola epidemic without having to compromise his dream of providing resources,
mentorship, and education to the youth of Liberia.
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FELLOW SPOTLIGHTS

Arjit Johri, Bhavik Muni, Gursmeep Hundal - Project Reach
About the Fellows:

How We Help:

Arjit Johri, Bhavik Muni, and Gursmeep Hundal are

Arjit, Bhavik, and Gursmeep work closely with their
three Resolution Guides: Yi-Ching Ong, Michael
Avanti Lopez, and Tenzin Deshar. Yi-Ching is a postdoctoral research associate at Princeton University’s
Global Health and Health Policy program. Michael is
a business development specialist at Palantir Technologies, a Silicon Valley technology company. Tenzin works in the Corporate Communications team at
GE’s multidisciplinary R&D center, the John F. Welch
Technology Centre in Bangalore, India. Using their diverse range of expertise, Yi-Ching, Michael, and Tenzin have introduced the Fellows to open source software partners and healthcare professionals both in
New York City and in India. Furthermore, they recently assisted Project Reach in gaining non-profit status
in Mumbai and, as a result, facilitated a partnership
with the highly respected ‘Vaccine India Trust.’ The
Resolution team connected the Fellows with Group
113 to provide pro bono web development support
and get their website up and running, and provided
unwavering guidance and support during the challenging onboarding process to become Fellows. After clearing onboarding as Fellows in May 2014, the
team remarked: “We can’t thank you enough for
the patience and support the entire community has
continued to give us. There have been times when
meeting one government official after another and
hearing their reluctance to accept help did have our
morale down, but the constant support we have received from you guys always got us up and about.”

graduates of the Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies located in Mumbai, India. Arjit and
Gursmeep hold MBAs in Finance and Bhavik holds a
degree in Electronics and Telecom Engineering. The
team members were awarded their fellowships while
they were undergraduate students, but have continued to work on Project Reach alongside their full-time
careers in finance and consulting.

The Issue and Their Resolution:
Arjit, Bhavik, and Gursmeep founded Project Reach to
mitigate the shockingly high number of infant deaths
caused by lack of vaccinations. By deploying low- or
no-cost technologies, like automated voicemail, SMS,
and cell phone surveys, Project Reach has developed
a flexible model for using technology to enhance
vaccine drives. The team has partnered with local
governments in India to improve outreach to underserved populations and accelerate data collection for
program evaluation. Since kicking off their project 10
months ago, Project Reach has helped its partners
deliver over 100 vaccinations.
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Rose Wang - Six Foods
About the Fellow:

How We Help:

Rose Wang is a graduate of Harvard College and cofounder of Six Foods, a social venture that makes
healthy, sustainable, and delicious foods from insects. At
Harvard, Rose managed HSA Cleaners and The Harvard
Shop through Harvard Student Agencies, and she served
on the boards of the Harvard-Radcliffe Asian American
Association and Harvard Summit for Young Leaders in
China (where she taught sex education to Chinese students), and as a member of The Seneca, Inc. She also
has a passion for education and sits on the board of
Wema Children’s Centre, a Kenyan education non-profit.

Rose works closely with her two Guides, Yashoda Param and
Michael Ovadia. Michael is a PhD student in the Emmett
Interdisciplinary Program in Environment and Resources
(E-IPER) at Stanford University. Yashoda has an MBA from
Hult International Business School and currently works as
a Senior Financial Analyst at NetSuite. With support from
her Guides, Rose navigated a difficult equity-split conversation with one of her co-founders and continues to develop
the confidence needed to push for the increased growth
and expansion of Six Foods. Rose says of her Resolution

The Issue and Her Resolution:

Guides: “It’s been great to nurture a relationship with two

Along with her teammates, Rose founded Six Foods to re-

mentors over time, because they really care about me and

spond to the global water, food, and nutrition crises. The
way our global community consumes meat is unsustain-

they give me honest feedback about how I can improve…My

able and inefficient; swapping animal protein (such as

Guides are the best!” Additionally, Resolution was thrilled

beef) for insect protein is great for the planet. For exam-

to feature Six Foods’ Chocolate Chirp Cookies in the gift bag

ple, 2,000 gallons of water are needed to produce one

at the Resolve Gala.

pound of meat from a cow, but only one gallon is needed
to produce the same amount of meat from crickets. Six
Foods uses insect protein to make a variety of high energy, high protein, and low fat products, including the soonto-be launched ‘chirps’ — chips made from cricket flour.
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SVC HOST SPOTLIGHT
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SVC HOST
SPOTLIGHT

CGI U SOCIAL VENTURE CHALLENGE
CGI U Social Venture Challenge
Phoenix, Arizona: March 2014
Host Conference: Clinton Global Initiative University
Resolution was delighted to host our second Social
Venture Challenge with the Clinton Global Initiative
University at CGI U 2014 in Phoenix, Arizona. This
conference hosts Resolution’s largest Social Venture
Challenge of the year, with 307 students competing
with 191 social venture ideas in 2014. Chelsea
Clinton announced the SVC winners on stage during
the closing ceremony.
Highlights include:
•

$100,000 in seed funding to 38 students who
won Resolution Fellowships to launch 23 inspiring
ventures around the world

•

53 semifinalist teams shared their ideas at our SVC
Forum with 33 teams presenting at the SVC Finals

•

19 Resolution staff and volunteers participated in
running and judging the SVC

19 20
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Thank you to our dedicated Corporate Program Partners
for their generous donations of time and talent. Their commitments enable Resolution to provide robust mentorship,
in-depth training, and unique opportunities to our global
community of young leaders.

We were delighted to have Corporate Program Partner, GLG, join us
as a table sponsor for the Young Leaders Now Award Dinner in May.
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CORPORATE PROGRAM PARTNERS

In 2014, Resolution was thrilled to continue our
fruitful relationship as the inaugural Global Partner for the Axiom Engage Initiative. Axiom is a
globally recognized leader in the legal field, serving more than half of the Fortune 100 roster, with
dedication to innovation, collaboration, and excellence. Through this partnership, Resolution is able
to leverage the talented and highly-skilled network
of Axiom employees as engaged volunteers who
provide much-needed legal support, resources,
and services to our growing organization.

Resolution continues to be grateful for the immense
level of support and engagement we receive from
our close friends at DuPont. DuPont provides energetic team members to serve as Guides to our Fellows and as judges at our Social Venture Challenges
throughout the year. The funding provided through
this partnership is currently supporting 24 Fellows
working on 15 social ventures active in four key areas: feeding the world, improving energy systems and
supply, protecting people and the environment, and
promoting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) education.
We are particularly thankful to Dr. William D. Provine,
Director of Science and Technology, for providing targeted advice and feedback to Fellows Maxwell Chinnah, Megan Weichers, and Godwin Attigah, to help
their innovative solar box cooker prototype.
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Through the joint initiative, SEED (Social Entrepreneurship Education and Development), Resolution
and General Electric are working together to tackle
pressing global challenges. There are currently more
than 30 GE SEED volunteers supporting 11 Resolution Fellow teams in six countries around the world.
These individuals are serving as Guides and Subject
Matter Experts, providing real-world insight and technical expertise to Resolution’s entrepreneurs.
We are thrilled to be working with talented members
of the GE Asian Pacific American Forum (APAF) who
have hosted several information sessions at GE offices around the country and the world to recruit additional GE volunteers. This includes team members
from GE Capital, GE Power and Water, GE Aviation, GE
Healthcare, and several other departments, who are
supporting Fellows and Resolution as an organization. We are particularly grateful to our Advisory Board
Members and SEED operational leads Rohan Gulrajani and Joel Jang, whose leadership continues to play
a vital role in the growth of this unique partnership.
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With support from GLG (Gerson Lehrman Group), Resolution Fellows receive targeted technical, strategic, and operational advice from more than 350,000 experts around
the world. GLG is the world’s largest membership-based
network for professional learning and expertise, and we
are truly thankful for the ability to leverage this immense
network for the benefit of Resolution Fellows worldwide.
Complementing our own network of Guides, volunteers,
and advisors, GLG is an invaluable source of centralized,
high-level experts that are providing insight and support
to Fellows.
In 2014, GLG facilitated dozens of Fellow matches to
Subject Matter Experts who provided advice on diverse
issues including risk and exposure, biogas digester engineering, outsourcing operational elements of packaging
and shipping, and open source platforms. The GLG team
also advised Resolution on our impact evaluation to help
us grow in a strategic and scalable manner. We are grateful to the GLG leadership, including Zecki Dossal, Jen
Field, Courtney Allen, and Rachel Wald, for their ongoing
support of Resolution and this partnership.

SOLUTION SESSION

Before the Resolve Gala, eight Fellows came together to discuss shared challenges currently faced by the Fellow community, piloting Resolution’s first
Solution Session. During the Session, the Fellows discussed the graduation
dilemma — what does graduating from college mean for their ventures and
for the Fellows themselves? Together, these young leaders brainstormed and
identified various ways to approach this challenge and the many obstacles
they face. The level of enthusiasm and engagement made this first Solution
Session an amazing success and fostered a sense of community among the
attending Fellows. Some of these Fellows traveled from as far away as Australia and Somalia; others came from New York and nearby Philadelphia. We
were honored to have volunteers George Tsiatis, Sara Nadel, Melissa Catelli,
and Marian Spurrier join us as facilitators for the session.
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PATHWAY PARTNERSHIP
In partnership with these organizations, Resolution is engaging more undergraduate students in our
Social Venture Challenge opportunities, while directing existing Fellows to additional opportunities for
success. We are grateful to these organizations for their commitment to social change and the idea that
young people can make a difference.

FELLOW SOURCES

These organizations help Resolution spread the word about
our SVCs to their undergraduate student networks.
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FELLOW OPPORTUNITIES
CPIC
These organizations provide Resolution Fellows with opportunities for follow-on
funding and investment, additional mentorship, access to incubator programs,
and a variety of other resources.

at harvard
college
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GUIDE PROGRAM UPDATE
In 2014, our Guide Program grew by more than 80% to nearly 150
Guides on four continents. To anchor this growth, Resolution staff
member Lauren Horn transitioned into the new role of Guide Program
Coordinator. Under her leadership we launched a series of Guide
Networking and Recruitment events, holding our first at Resolution’s
headquarters in New York City and our second at the World Bank in
Washington. Working alongside our Guide Leaders and members of
the Executive Committee, Lauren continues to build comprehensive
support systems for Guides.
Concurrently, we implemented additional evaluation tools to measure the impact we are having on this pool of critical volunteers. We
are pleased to report the following:

93%

of Guides agree or strongly agree
that they feel inspired by the Fellows they support

98%

of Guides feel supported by Resolution
To join the Resolution team or learn more about our guide program
please email info@resolutionproject.org.
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Guides Marian Spurrier and Caroline Fish
enjoying the opportunity to connect at
our inaugural Guide Recruitment Event
in New York City in September.

CGICOMMITMENT
In October, at the annual meeting of the Clinton
Foundation, Resolution announced a Clinton Global
Initiative Commitment to Action. We committed to
expanding our Fellowship program over the next
five years to support 400 college students from
across the globe who seek to address an array of
global challenges through social entrepreneurship.
We also committed to launching new initiatives—
the Resolution Institute and The Resolution SOLVE
Summit—and to growing and strengthening existing
initiatives—Pathway and Corporate Program Partnerships and the Fellow Resources System—to provide a comprehensive ecosystem of resources for
young social entrepreneurs. By 2018, we aim to
reach over 1.7 million beneficiaries through Fellowimplemented social ventures.

Based on this commitment, we are pursuing
three major goals:

1

deepening our Fellowship value proposition,

2

strengthening our technical infrastructure, and

3

enhancing the visibility of Resolution in
order to generate more Fellow applications,
partnerships, volunteers, and thought
leadership in the social sector.

The process of developing a Commitment to Action was an important
exercise in institutional strategic thought, and we are grateful for the
opportunity and platform to bring external attention and visibility to
our goals and programmatic operations.
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OUR VOLUNTEERS
Board of Directors (11)

Advisory Board (46)

Leadership Council Leads (3)

Leadership Council Directors (12)

Guides: (149)
Leadership Council
Team Members (23)

Event Host & Planning Committees: (129)
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS
In 2014, we welcomed more than 100 new volunteers to the Resolution community — serving
as Guides, Event Committee members, Subject
Matter Experts, and Working Group volunteers.
As Subject Matter Experts, volunteers have the
opportunity to provide targeted, technical, and
strategic support to various Fellow teams, supplementing the one-on-one mentorship they receive from their Guides. Individuals wishing to
provide skills-based support to Resolution as
an organization can choose to serve as Working Group volunteers. Working alongside members of our Leadership Council and staff, these
team members donate their professional skills
and expertise to support important operational
workstreams including fundraising and development, communications, and Fellow resources.
From helping to manage a budget, edit a fundraising proposal, or write a press release, our
skills-based volunteers provide innumerable
hours of support to Resolution and our Fellows.
We look forward to engaging more individuals in
these opportunities in years to come!
To join the Resolution Team or learn more about volunteering please email info@resolutionproject.org.

VOLUNTEER STATS
29,000+
total annual volunteer hours contributed

= 1,000 Hours

$770,000+

*

value of annual volunteer contributions

= 10,000 Dollars

* This is based on the Independent Sector report that the hourly valuation of a volunteer’s time in New York State in 2014 was $26.86.

- More than 70% growth in overall team size in 2014
- More than 40% growth in volunteer time contributions in 2014
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTS
CHAD BARKER
After joining Resolution in 2013 as a Guide to Christian and Lindsay of Backyard Beds, Chad quickly took
on additional responsibilities to support the organization and other Fellows. He has generously shared his
videography and editing skills, and we were so thankful to have Chad and his business partner, Andrew
Horton, film the 2014 Resolve Gala for us pro bono.

ROHAN GULRAJANI
As one of our original volunteers, Rohan has been a longtime advocate of Resolution and was the leader
of WorldMUN, Resolution’s original conference partner, from 2000-2001. We are grateful for his ongoing
support and for his leadership and oversight of our unique Corporate Program Partnership with General
Electric, the GE SEED Program.

KELSEY OVERBY

Fellow Samir Goel, Director of Design Christian Van
Kipp, Tanya Perkins, and RLC Member Samantha
Fink at the Resolution Social: New York

Serving as our Director of Events, Kelsey is responsible for overseeing our growing events team and calendar.
We could not be more thankful for her outstanding dedication and leadership over the past five years.
Serving as a Resolution Guide as well, she donates dozens of hours to Resolution per month, and her
passion and careful attention to detail result in the amazing fundraising events we host every year. We are
honored to have her as such an integral member of our team.

TANYA PERKINS
In addition to serving as a Guide, in the past year Director of Fellow Resources Tanya Perkins has leveraged
her incredible organizational skills and tireless tenacity to launch Resolution’s Fellow Resources platform.
This platform serves to aggregate many of the resources, human and material, that we offer to our growing
network of Fellows and we are immensely grateful to Tanya and the rest of the Fellow Resources team for
making it a reality.

Kelsey Overby with Host Committee member,
Alexandra Tsiatis, at the Resolve Gala
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SARAH EVANS
Providing much needed support to our extremely busy Design Working Group, Sarah brings a fresh perspective
and remarkable talent to Resolution’s event collateral, materials, and overall visual vocabulary. Her unique
style and energetic attitude work to captivate and inspire growing audiences of Resolution supporters,
volunteers, and donors.

MICHELLE RIFFELMACHER
After joining Resolution in 2014 to serve as a Guide to Sydney of Lion’s Thread, Michelle quickly became one of
our most engaged volunteers. From participating as a judge at several Social Venture Challenges to attending
fundraising events and mixers (in New York and Boston!), Michelle is always insightful, energetic, and eager to
spread the word about Resolution within her network.

ERIC SPORKIN
While serving as a Guide to Lamia of Empowering Women in the Atlas, Eric is also an active member of
Resolution Runs and our Fundraising and Development Working Group. As team captain of our Tough Mudder
team, Eric recruited a number of his friends and colleagues to join up with Resolution. He is also our largest
individual athletic fundraiser of the year! Eric is always willing to roll up his sleeves and contribute to any
initiative that comes his way, and we consider ourselves truly lucky to have such a passionate and talented
individual as part of our team.

Andrea Wang with friends at the Resolution
Social: New York in June

ANDREA WANG
Andrea works alongside the staff as part of the Fundraising and Development Working Group to continue
raising funds and awareness for Resolution. In addition to serving as a Guide for Jacqueline of Energant and
providing career support and advice to other Fellows, Andrea works diligently to investigate opportunities for
corporate engagement and pull together proposals and relevant background research.

Thank you to all of our volunteers for your incredible efforts
and unwavering support of Resolution!

Eric Sporkin (left) with Michelle Riffelmacher
and, Chair and Co-Founder, Oliver Libby at the
Resolution Social: Boston in November
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RESOLVE 2014
10.16.14

THE HARVARD CLUB
OF NEW YORK CITY
This year, we hosted our 5th annual Resolve Gala, raising
more than $350,000 with the help of our network of sponsors and generous donors. Funds raised at the Resolve
Gala are vital to supporting our global network of Fellows.
Over 600 guests explored our ‘World of Sustainability,’
featuring interactive installations that highlighted the diversity of issue areas our Fellows are tackling and offered
an in-depth look at a few of their Ventures. And this year,
the very talented Natasha Bedingfield wowed the crowd
with a rousing musical performance! Resolve 2014 served
as a testament to the positive change that Resolution’s
network of volunteers, Guides, and Fellows are having
both in their communities and around the world.
We were honored to share the evening with other celebrity
guests including Estelle, Kenneth Cole, Candice Kumai,
Nastia Liukin, Takeo Spikes, Sydney Rice, and others.
Our guests were also treated to Resolution-branded gift
bags containing special content from Cole Haan, Eileen
Fisher, L’Oreal USA, Boxed Water, Cascadian Farms, KIND
Healthy Snacks, Runa Tea, Six Foods, and more.
Thank you to our entire community of sponsors, donors,
volunteers, Fellows, and supporters for making this evening a great success.
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SPONSORS

R
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YOUNG LEADERS NOW
AWARD DINNER
5.6.14

THE HARVARD CLUB OF NEW YORK CITY
In 2014 we hosted our inaugural Young Leaders Now Award Dinner and
reception. The purpose of YLN is to celebrate and recognize inspiring
leaders who began successfully changing the world while still in college
— just like our Fellows. The Young Leaders Now Award was presented
to Shiza Shahid, CEO and Co-Founder of the Malala Fund, for her work
campaigning for women’s rights and education around the world. We
welcomed several Resolution Fellows and more than 100 guests for an
intimate evening dedicated to supporting the impact of young leaders
and the important role they play in the social sector.

SPONSORS:
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THE RESOLUTION
SOCIAL
NEW YORK,
WASHINGTON DC,
BOSTON
In 2014, we welcomed more than 450 young professionals to
Resolution Socials in New York, Boston, and Washington DC.
These evenings not only offered opportunities to support the
work we do, but were also great opportunities for networking
within the talented Resolution community. With generous support from our community of sponsors, all three evenings were
great successes and a wonderful way to bring the message of
responsible youth-led social change to a wider audience.
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RESOLUTION
RUNS
In 2014, our athletic event team, Resolution Runs, welcomed several additional team members and competed in
three different and fun events. An enthusiastic group ran
the Brooklyn Half in May, completed the Tri-State Tough
Mudder in October, and participated in a 4-mile race in
Central Park over the summer.
Resolution Runs provides a fun and active way for Resolution friends, supporters, and volunteers to raise funds and
awareness for socially responsible entrepreneurs. Thank
you to all of you who participated in any Resolution Runs
events, and thanks also to our friends at KIND for donating
some much appreciated post-race treats.
To join the Resolution Runs team and learn more about upcoming events, please email runs@resolutionproject.org.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Fiscal Year 2014

900,000

2014 EXPENSES

800,000

70%

14%

FUNDRAISING

16%

ADMINISTRATION

700,000

PROGRAM
600,000

500,000

REVENUE

FY 2014

FY 2013

Individual Contributions
Corporate & Foundation Contributions
Special Events (Less Expenses)
Total Revenue

$304,864
$191,241
$344,431
$840,536

$114,113
$58,762
$181,856
$354,731

Program
General and Administrative
Fundraising
Total Expenses

$384,570
$86,720
$78,870
$550,160

$303,856
$60,721
$36,933
$354,731

Change in Net Assets
Net Assets at Beginning of Year
Net Assets at End of Year

$290,376
$156,601
$446,977

($79,850)
$236,451
$156,601
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2014 DONOR LIST
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2014 DONOR LIST
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2014 DONOR LIST
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2014 DONOR LIST

SPECIAL THANKS
We would like to extend a special thanks
to our pro bono service providers who
have volunteered hundreds of hours of
their expertise in support of Resolution
and our Fellows. Without the services
provided by the organizations listed below, the work that we do (and this annual report) would simply not be possible. Ranging from graphic design to
legal services, the generous donations
of these organizations allow our Fellows
to be more effective young leaders and
equip Resolution with the tools we need
to reach an even wider audience of engaged undergraduate students.
R
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THE RESOLUTION TEAM Resolution
Advisory
Board of Directors
Geraldine Acuna
Maria Livanos Cattaui
Tanya Ryk Friedman
Andrew U. Harris
Eric Hatzimemos
Loretta M. Hennessey
Howard A. Levine
Oliver B. Libby
Angelo Rufino
Daniel F. Terry, Jr.
George M. Tsiatis

Resolution Ambassadors
Peter C. Goldmark, Jr.
James Mwangi
William S. Reese
Jeffrey D. Sachs
Shiza Shahid
Ann M. Veneman

Resolution Advisory Board
David Ager
Shadan Azali
Thomas Barry
Elliot Berger
James Berylson
Michael Blaustein
Charles Brock
Yvonne Buysman
Tia Fuhrmann Chapman
Erin Dillard
Renee Diresta
John Donnelly, Jr.
Zecki Dossal
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Board

Resolution Leadership Council Directorate and Leads

DAVID AGER
Vanessa Fajans-Turner
Kritika Bansal - Director of Communications
SHADAN AZALI
Ashley Fochtman
Travis Batty - Director of Legal
Andras Forgacs
THOMAS BARRY
Bianca M. Caban - Guide Leader
Shaun Gordon
Melissa Catelli - Guide Leader
ELLIOT BERGER
John Grudzina
Tom Dow - Director of Development
JAMES BERYLSON
Rohan Gulrajani
Sarah Evans - Design Lead
MICHAEL BLAUSTEIN
Nicole Parent Haughey
Helen Goldberg - Director of Impact Evaluation
CHARLES BROCK
Steven Hill
Robert Hamlin - Guide Leader
Lior Ipp
Sara Nadel - Director of Entrepreneurship Curriculum
YVONNE BUYSMAN
Joel Jang
Kelsey
Overby - Director of Events
TIA FUHRMANN
CHAPMAN
Meagan Jones
Tanya Perkins - Director of Fellow Resources
ERIN DILLARD
Melanie Katzman
Alexandra Simon - Development Lead
RENEE DIRESTA
Cassandra Kelly
Eric Sporkin - Development Lead
JOHN DONNELLY,
JR. Van Kipp - Director of Design
Andrew Klaber
Christian
Steve Krause
Laura Vickers - Guide Leader
ZECKI DOSSAL
David Kubie
VANESSA FAJANS-TURNER
Mpule Kwelagobe
Staff FOCHTMAN
ASHLEY
Melissa Lentz
Tracey
Allard,
Executive Director
ANDRAS
FORGACS
Aaron Maniam
Rachel
Brophy, Program Manager
SHAUN
Laurence Marner
Victoria
Gordon, Development Manager,
Tyler Pennock
GORDON
Lauren Horn, Guide Program Coordinator
William D. Provine
Cassie JOHN
Smith, Program Associate
Wyatt Rockefeller
Denielle Sachs
Guides
Stephen Sadove
Daniela Saltzman
David Abrahamson
Sandra Seru
Sarah Ahmed
Prabhjot Singh
Cynthia Paulina Alcantara
Moitreyee Sinha
K. Anand
GRUDZIN
Ariel Dora Stern
Alexandra Andrianova
ROHAN GULRAJAN
George Tsougarakis
Nutan Bandekar
NICOLE PARENT H
Tetsundo Watanabe
Kritika Bansal
Teri Whitcraft
Adriana Barillas-Batarse
STEVEN HILL
LIOR IPP
JOEL JANG
MEAGAN JONES

THE RESOLUTION TEAM

Chad Barker
Nick Berger
Jayne Berglund
Alyssa Boggs
Elani Buchan
Lauren Burns
Owen Cadwalader
Dan Cahill
Ioana Calcev
Casey Calhoun
Christina Celentano
Naynika Chaubey
Zuriel Chavez
Charlene Chen
Marcus Cheung
Duri Chitayat
Catherine Chuter
Maurice Collada
Gennaro D’agostino
Giuliana Degrazia
Aditi Desai
Falguni Desai
Tenzin Deshar
Jennifer Diaz
Sara Dickhaus
Michael Dill
David Disi
Jessica Doll
Anjali Doshi
Angela Duffy
Gillian Farrell
Betsy Feuerstein
NA
Nick Fiore
NI
Caroline Fish
HAUGHEYLaura Fisher

Alyssa Frederick
Neeral Gandhi
Lee Gao
Helen Goldberg
Danielle Gram
Amy Guan
Vinay Gupta
Jack Hamilton
Kouki Harasaki
Andrew Harris
Dan Honig
Julie Hyman
Temi Ifafore
Kim Issa
Yoko Iwaki
Jean-Pierre Jacquet
Elizabeth Kaeser
Irene Kapusta
Athena Katsampes
Christopher Katsimagles
Esther Kim
Jaymin Kim
Timothy Klagholz
Robert Koenig
Irina Kovaleva
Kristin Kramer
Sandeep Kulkarni
Victoria Lakers
David Laskin
Alice Layton
Caroline Le Viet
Eugene Lee
Jonathan Li
Oliver Libby
Deirdre Lizio

Michael Avanti Lopez
Eleni Magkli
Morgan Mandigo
James Mastronardi
Michael Mastruzzo
Jennifer McKee
Vikas Mehta
Damon Meng
Alex Merkovic-Orenstein
Laura Miranda-Browne
Jasmine Mitchell
Danielle Mixon
Catherine Mountcastle
Sara Nadel
Gabe Nadel
Katie Naeve
Stephen Quinlan
Jessica Reading
Caty Reid
Michelle Riffelmacher
Amanda Rivera
Andrea Rodriguez
Sebastian Rodriguez-Llamazares
Nisha Saxena
Andrea Schiller
Paul Scott
Tripp Shriner
Alexandra Simon
Nikki Singh
Simon Spagnoletti
Eric Sporkin
Marian Spurrier
Ariel Dora Stern
Marisa Sullivan
Samuel Taylor

Timothy Thairu
Ariana Tiwari
Milo Tong
Claire Totten
Vinay Trivedi
George Tsiatis
Jacqueline Valentine
Sivaraman Vedhagiri
Maja Vujinovic
Pratibha Vuppuluri
Majid Waheed
Diana Walker
Andrea Wang
Maeve Wang
Amy Wang
Khalid Yasin
Stefanie Zaitz
Sumorwuo Zaza
Alex Zuckerman

Working Group Volunteers
Alexa West
Maureen Cahill
Rachna Raina
Shaan Gandhi
Katrina Duke
Aparajita Tripathi
Sumita Chandrasekhar
Alana Schultz
Andrea Rodriguez
Parita Patel
Prathama Nabi
Sabrina Tharani
Roxana Kessler
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Resolution Event Committees

Andrea Schiller
Evelina Stanoeva
Lina Tolvaisaite

Nancy Seltzer
Martin Smit
Christy Turlington Burns

Olivia Arnold
Stacey Asher
Oliver Barry
Brandon Hall
Paige Holtzman
Lauren Kondor
Sunjay Mathews
Sarah Merrill
Alfredo Porretti
Alana Schultz
Kim Smith
Dave Stolldorf
Marisa Sullivan

Resolution Social: Washington
D.C. Planning Committee

Young Leaders Now Award
Dinner Planning Committee

Sarah Evans
Robert Hamlin
Kelsey Overby
Ariana Tiwari

Sarah Evans
Kelsey Overby
Sabrina Tharani
Christian Van Kipp

Resolution Social: Boston Host
Committee

Resolve Host Committee

Resolution Social:
New York Host Committee

Kristina Hultman
Eli Lederman
Eli Rosenbaum
Kim Smith
Fred Warburg

HAPMAN Resolution Social:

New York Planning Committee

Resolution Social: Boston
Planning Committee

Sarah Ahmed
Kritika Bansal
JR.
Sarah Evans
Kelsey Overby
Sabrina Tharani
ANS-TURNER

Sarah Evans
Kelsey Overby

Young Leaders Now Award
Dinner Host Committee

EY FOCHTMAN
Resolution Social: Washington

RAS FORGACS
D.C. Host Committee

HAUN

Hassan Boulares
GORDONChris Chopek
JOHN Anastasia Dellaccio
Adrien-Besseyni Diarra
Risa Edelman
Laura Friedenbach
Charlotte Guyett
Sara Huie
PJ Joseph
Sarah Kenny
Elizabeth Lewis
Farah Miroboeva
Decker Ngongang
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Shadan Azali
Sarah Berner
Yvonne Buysman
Mario Cantone
John-Michael Chadonic
Sergio Fernandez de Cordova
Jennifer Field
Ashley Fochtman
Loretta Hennessey
George King III
Molly Mahoney
Wyatt Rockefeller
GRUDZINA
Daniela Saltzman
ROHANPeggy
GULRAJANI
Segal
NICOLE PARENT HAUGHEY
STEVEN HILL
LIOR IPP

Meeta Anand
Jonathan Ardrey
Lisa Benson
Sarah Berner
Julie Bertrand
Eric Bertrand
Jack Brewer
Matthew Broderick
John Michael Chadonic
Chondita Chatterjee
Sergio Fernandez de Cordova
Michael D’Alto
Gilonne d’Origny
Sergio Deligiannis
Katherine Donnelly
John Englehart
Jennifer Field
Carole Gardner
Kelli Giddish
Christie Griffin
Kristina Helb
Andy Hunt
Maya Kalieva
Robert Kennedy
Sanket Khanna
George King III
Edward Koller
Candice Kumai
Sean LeDree

Brittney Levine
Allison Lewis
Rick Martinez
Melissa McGowan
Vanessa Melendez
Will Moreno
Akshay Nandakumar
Summer Rayne Oakes
Sheena Paul
Perrey Reeves
Allison Rogers
Kelly Rutherford
Sonia Sachs
Susan Sarandon
Holly Taylor Sargent
Peggy Segal
Nancy Seltzer
Stephen Shyn
Aaron Siegel
Jyoti Singhvi
Martin Smit
Kelly Thomas
Alexandra Tsiatis
George Tsougarakis
Andrea Varadi
Hugh Verrier
Kaniaru Wacieni
Alexis Weiss
Ben Weiss
Tina Wells
Kathrin Werderitsch
Paul Zummo

Resolve Planning Committee
Kritika Bansal
Katrina Duke
Sarah Evans
Sarah Keiber
Michelle Ocampo
Sabrina Tharani
Christian Van Kipp

We were honored to visit with Fellows Jean Paul
Laurent, Sahadev Yangmali Rai, Sydney Hulebak,
and Chazz Sims in New York this fall.
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